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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
We all need to review before assessments, but some reviews work out better than others.  We explored different 
review techniques and came up with a standard format to evaluate whether the techniques actually help kids learn.  
Do these activities engage students at all levels and help them progress, or are they only motivating kids who are 
close to content mastery? 
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PLT SMART Goal  
 
This PLT will analyze the effectiveness of engaging activities through informal assessments in order to 
improve student learning. 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
 

1. Make a list of games and activities to evaluate. 

2.  Create informal pre- and post- assessments. 

3.  Analyze the effectiveness of the activities using the assessments. 

4. Create and publish a list of effective activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Findings  

 
We found that the data we gathered was not complete enough to draw conclusions from, especially because we 
wanted to try too many methods.  We came up with a specific evaluation procedure, which we will implement in 2015-
2016.  It is listed below in the next steps. 
 
We evaluated the activities planned at the beginning to a shorter list of the ones showing promise.  The new list is: 
 
Stations with station leaders - Multiple stations to review specific topics.  Each station has a worksheet 
(around 5 problems). One student is assigned as the station leader (one leader per station).  Leaders are 
given an answer key and must correct the work of their classmates while also completing all stations. All 
students must complete all stations. 
 
Baseball - Questions are categorized by single, double, triple and home run.  Students are placed into teams 
and create a “batting order”.  When a student is “up” they choose a category of question (single, double, triple, 
or home run) and must answer the question.  They may receive coaching assistance from their teammates, 
but no other teammate may do any sort of writing. 
 
Round robin - Students are put in groups and each student is given a different multi-step problem. They 
must complete only the first step in solving the problem and then pass it to their neighbor.  They will then 
receive a new problem from their other neighbor and must check their neighbors work as well as complete the 
next step.  This process continues until all problems are solved.  
 
Expert groups - Students are put in groups and assigned problem(s)/topic(s). They must work together to 
become experts on the problem(s)/topic(s).  Later in the block (or the next day) the groups are scrambled so 
all problem(s)/topic(s) are represented in each group. Each person does a presentation and answers 
questions from classmates. 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

We plan to continue this PLT next academic year with more specific procedures for  evaluation of the activities, and the 
much shorter list of activities we found most promising.  Next year, we plan to follow these methods: 
 
Method A: 
 
1)      Pre-assess the desired skill at the end of class. 
2)      Students complete a traditional study guide/study set of problems for homework. 
3)      Allow students to ask questions/check answers at the beginning of the next class. 
4)      Post-assess the skill (and pre-assess the activity). 
5)      Conduct the activity. 
6)      Post-assess (same skill, similar questions with different numbers). 
 
Method B: 
 
1)      Pre-assess the desired skill at the beginning of class. 
2)      Conduct the activity. 
3)      Post-assess the skill at end of class (and pre-assess the study guide). 
4)      Students complete a traditional study guide/study set of problems for homework. 
5)      Allow students to ask questions/check answers at the beginning of the next class. 
6)      Post-assess. (same skill, similar questions with different numbers.) 

 
Ideally, each type of activity should be assessed in both ways. 
 
 

 


